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ά¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ knows its 
own bitterness, And a 
stranger does not 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ƛǘǎ ƧƻȅΦέ 

ά¸ƻǳ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ Ƴȅ ƛƴǿŀǊŘ 
parts, you weaved me in 
Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ǿƻƳōέ 

άΦΦΦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿƘƻ 
sticks closer than a 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΦέ 

6 Do not eat the bread 
of a selfish man, Or 
desire his delicacies; 
 7 For as he thinks 
within himself, so he is. 
He says to you, "Eat and 
drink!" But his heart is 
not with you. 
 8 You will vomit up the 
morsel you have eaten, 
And waste your 
compliments. 

Fear of Rejection 
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Introduction: 
Å One of the strongest and most prevalent fears among people 

is the fear of rejection. 
Å Since very early we seek acceptance from superiors, peers 

and even those who are under us. 
Å The child earnestly seeks for parental approval, and few things 
ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊŀǳƳŀǘƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 

Å Then we seek approval from peers in the play ground, school, 
social circles and from our bosses  

Å The young man fears rejection of his romantic proposal and so 
does the young lady 

Å !ƴŘ ȅŜǘ ŘŜŜǇ ŘƻǿƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŀƭ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƪ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎΣ 
but we rather suppress this longing, by denying His existence 
ƻǊ ōȅ ƭƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ DƻŘ ǘƻ άǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎέ ƳƻǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŀōƭŜΦ 

Å Χ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ wŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴΗ 
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The Title: 
The Ultimate 
Rejection 
 
The Text:  
Romans 1:21-25 

18For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who suppress 
the truth in unrighteousness, 
19because that which is known about 
God is evident within them; for God 
made it evident to them. 

20For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been 
clearly seen, being understood through what has been 
made, so that they are without excuse. 
21For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him 
as God, or give thanks; but they became futile in their 
speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 
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The Title: 
Is God Really 
Angry or Not? 
 
The Text:  
Romans 1:18-25 

22 Professing to be wise, they became 
fools, 
23 and exchanged the glory of the 
incorruptible God for an image in the 
form of corruptible man and of birds and 
four-footed animals and crawling 
creatures. 

24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their 
hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be dishonored 
among them. 
25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 
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REVIEW: if we trace the signposts in the paragraph (the 
conjunctions), we could follow the argument this way: 
14-17 I am eager to preach the Gospel in Rome, for I am not 
ashamed of the Gospel, for ƛǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΧ 
18For the wrath of God is revealed Χ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƭƭ ǳƴƎƻŘƭƛƴŜǎǎ 
  19because that which is known about God is evident. 
  20For ǎƛƴŎŜΧ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ Χ Iƛǎ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ 
 ǎŜŜƴΧǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜȄŎǳǎŜΦ 
  
21For even though [people] knew God, they did not honor Him    
 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
  23And ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ Χ DƻŘ for an  image 
  
24Therefore God gave them over   
 25For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie,  
 and worshiped the creature rather than the Creator 
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REVIEW: THE NEED OF THE GOSPEL  
I - Is God Really Angry?   
Yes, He is! 
18 For the ǿǊŀǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘΧ against all ungodliness & unrighteousness 
 

II - Why?  
a) Because of Truth-Suppressing unrighteousness 
 19 because that which is known about God is evident. 

  20 For ǎƛƴŎŜΧ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ Χ Iƛǎ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ  ǎŜŜƴ 
 Χǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŜȄŎǳǎŜΦ 

b) Because of Arrogance-Driven Rebellion 
 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God 
  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
  23 And ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ Χ DƻŘ for an image 
 

III ς DƻŘΩǎ !ƴƎŜǊ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
24 Therefore God gave them over   
 25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie,  
 and worshiped the creature rather than the Creator 
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I - DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ-Driven Rebellion 
 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God 
  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
  23 And ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ Χ DƻŘ for an image 

Creation / Natural Revelation from verse 20 
Å The thrust of the passage is the culpability of all men 
Å The culpability stems from rejecting DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ  
Å Creation reveals three things about God  

a) His Invisible Attributes 
b) His Eternal Power 
c) His Divine Nature 

Å I will not delve into the realm of science   
Å Common sense, empirical observation and the consistent 

pattern from observable things, show the law of Cause and 
Effect. 
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Å How do we deal with original cause? 
 

Å Four basic amino-acids, planted by a random explosion, on 
a part of the solar system that enabled the formation of life, 
through the passing of time, requires more faith than 
ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ άƛƴǎǘƛƴŎǘƛǾŜƭȅέ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿΦ 
 

Å ΧΦ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ DƻŘΧέ 
 

Å άCƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ they knew GodέΤ ŀ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴΦ    
 

Å bƻǘ ƻŦ άǎŀǾƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέ ōǳǘ ƻŦ άcognitive apprehensionέ 
(gnosis). 

 

I - DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ-Driven Rebellion 
 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God 
  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
  23 And ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ Χ DƻŘ for an image 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofFhHcvasHA
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Å What did people do then (and still do today) with that 
knowledge of God? 
 

Å https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofFhHcvasHA 
 

Å They did not honor Him as God:  evdo,xasan (from Doxa) 
 - They did not esteem Him as God 
 - They did not value Him as God 
 - They did not glorify Him as God 
 

Å Piper has (in my opinion) the best explanation as to 
why Glorifying God is our chief end and highest delight 
 

Å https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFGZ_eaj2LE 
 

I - DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ-Driven Rebellion 
 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God 
  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
  23 And ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ Χ DƻŘ for an image 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofFhHcvasHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofFhHcvasHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFGZ_eaj2LE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFGZ_eaj2LE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cFGZ_eaj2LE
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Å They did not give Him thanks 
- Ingratitude is a despicable sin.  We pay lip service to the 
ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ άL ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŀƴƪŜŘέ 

- Ingratitude infuriates us and causes our indignation: 
άōƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŜŜŘǎ ǳǎΦέ 

- Why do we expect God to be different?   
- Because we are born with a sense of entitlement 
 

Å άGive thanks to the Lordέ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƻǊ 
exhorted scores of times in Scripture.   
 

Å άLƴ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΗ  CƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ 
ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎΦέ 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

I - DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ-Driven Rebellion 
 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God 
  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 
  23 And ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ Χ DƻŘ for an image 
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Å They became senseless in their speculations (dialogismos) 
=> futile discussions. 

Å Professing (affirming) to be wise they became fools. 
 

Å Their already hardened heart, was darkened even more 
              ==> From mind to emotions / from concept to action. 

 

Å They committed the ultimate transgression: exchanging the 
glory of God for an image.  Worshipping representations 
and creatures rather than the creator 
 

Å Χ and man-made religion was born!  gods were made 
according to our image! 

I - DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ-Driven Rebellion 
 21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God 
       They became futile in their speculations and their hardened heart was darkened 
  22 Professing to be wise, they became fools 
  23 And ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ Χ DƻŘ for an image 
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Å 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their 
hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be 
dishonored among them. 

I - DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ-Driven Rebellion 

Å The consequence of their action was that God 
delivered them over.   
 

Å The word means to hand over or to surrender. 
 

Å The motion of the language is that as they were already 
engaged in their lusts, and God delivered them over to 
fulfill them in all impurity. 
 

Å Impurity: literally decomposed bodies in a grave!   
 

Å Do you want it?  Have it?  God removed His restriction. 
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Å 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their 
hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be 
dishonored among them. 

I - DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ-Driven Rebellion 

Å Historically true of Egyptians, Babylonians, Greeks and 
Romans 
 

Å Regardless of the supposed higher thinking of their 
philosophy and religion, they were morally degraded 

Eventually we become 
what we worship!  
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Å 24 Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their 
hearts to impurity, that their bodies might be 
dishonored among them. 

I - DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ-Driven Rebellion 

Å The purposeΥ άǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ŘƛǎƘƻƴƻǊŜŘΦέ   
 

Å Middle voice (so that they might have their bodies 
dishonored by themselves).  Or as a passive voice, that 
their impurity might desecrate their bodies. 
 

Å The end result was the use of their bodies for shameful 
and detestable things.  (Hist.: temple prostitution, 
fertility rituals, etc.) 
 

Å Paul fills in the blanks in verses  26 and 27 
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I - DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ-Driven Rebellion 

Å Paul fills in the blanks in verses  26 and 27  
For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; 
for their women exchanged the natural function for that 
which is unnatural, 27and in the same way also the men 
abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned 
in their desire toward one another, men with men 
committing indecent acts and receiving in their own 
persons the due penalty of their error. 

 

Å It is obvious that homosexual sex acts are the 
primordial description, though they are not the only 
ones.   
 

Å Other sins are listed in the passage as well: 



Cornerstone Bible Church ς Survey of Romans  

I - DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ-Driven Rebellion 

ÅhǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΥ  
28And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, 
God gave them over to a depraved mind (worthless or wasted) 
to do those things which are not proper,  
29being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, 
30slanderers, haters of God, insolent (violent aggressors), 
arrogant (despise others), boastful (braggers), inventors of evil, 
disobedient to parents, 
31without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful; 
32and, although they know the ordinance of God, that those 
who practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do 
the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice 
them. 
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I - DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ-Driven Rebellion 

Å¢ƘŜ IƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŀƴ ŀōƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ 
{ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ άŀƴ ƛƴŘŜŎŜƴǘ ŀŎǘΦέ 
 

Å Do not bypass the ontological element of the text.  Paul 
is describing the origin of universal culpability in the 
gentile world, not individual sin.   
 

Å Do not assume that every homosexual person you 
know, decided one day to become one.   
 

Å It is a lot more complex than that. 
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I - DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ !ǊǊƻƎŀƴŎŜ-Driven Rebellion 

Å And yet, homosexuality it is not the ultimate and 
unpardonable sin, and it is not more dishonorable than 
ƻǘƘŜǊ άǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŀōƭŜ ǎƛƴǎέ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ 
and that we tolerate more easily. 

 - Greed 
 - Envy 
 - Deceit 
 - Gossip 
 - Disobedience to parents 
 - Unloving and unmerciful 

 

ÅΧ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜΗ 
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The Ultimate Rejection is 
DƻŘΩǎ wŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǊŜǎǳƭǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŀƴΩǎ 
rejection of His self 

revelation in creation  
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